BALLYKELLY RIOTS. 



RETURN to an Order of lire Honourable The House of Commons, dated 25 June 1835;— /'or, 

COPIES or Extracts of Reports from Magistrates or Officers of the 
Constabulary, to His Majesty’s Government, with reference to Riotous 
Procrit, DINGS which lately took place in the Village of Ballykelly, Parish of 
TamU/ght-finlagan, in the County of Londonderry. 



Irish Office, London, "I 
30 June 1835. / 



(True Copies,) 



G. TRUNDLE. 



-No. 1 .— 

Dungannon, 1 ith February 1835. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, the , 

Report of the Chief Constable Nesbitt, stating, that a number of the parishioners 
of Ballykelly met for the purpose of petitioning Parliament for the Abolition of-^' 
Tithes and Regium Donum, but were prevented holding their meeting by the 
appearance of an armed mob of Orangemen. 

I have, &e. 

Sir W. Gosset, k. c. ,h. (signed) Frederick Slovin. 

&c. &c. &c. 



(Enclosure in No. 1.) 



Sir, Newtown Limavady, 7th February 1835. 

Agreeably to the inclosed requisition, a number of the most respectable parishioners 
of Tamla^ht-finlagan met in the village of Ballykelly, on the 5th instant, for the purpose 
stated in me requisition, but were prevented holding the meeting in consequence of a mob 
who assembled in the village, most of them armed, and intimidated the parishioners by 
firing shots over their heads, and prevented them getting into any of the houses to hold 
the meeting. A petition has since been prepared and sent through the parish for signa- 
tures. The mob who met in Ballykelly were Orangemeu. 




Colonel Sir F. Stovin, k.c.b., 8to. 
Dungannon. 



I have, 8cc. 

(signed) F. H. Nesbitt, C. C. 



— No. 2 . — 

Sir, Dublin. Castle, 14th February 1835. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Lord Lieutenant your letter ofTihe mh 
instant, and its enclosure, from Chief Constable Nesbitt, reporting that a number 
parishioners of Ballykelly met for the pm-pose of petitioning Parliament for 
the Abolition of Tithes and the Regium Donum, but were prevented holding their 
meeting by the appearance of an armed mob of Orangemen. 

. 345 . . In 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



111 reply, I am to convey to you his Excellency’s desire, to have a full report of 
the particulars of this occurrence, it being impossible to come to a decision on this 
meagre statement of the Chief Constable. 



Sir F. Stovin, Dungannon. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) IVilUam Gosset. 



— No. 



S. — 



Sir, 



Dungannon, 20th February 1835. 




AccoiiDiKG to the directions of the Lord Lieutenant, conveyed in your letter 
oftbe 14th instant, I directed Chief Constable Nesbitt to furnish a more detailed 
account of the proceedings at Ballykelly, and also that Sub-inspector Crossicy 
sliould inquire into all the circumstances which occurred ; and I have the honour 
to enclose the reports of these officers, the latter of whicli will be found to be 
most circumstantial and important in its detail. 

I have, &c. 

Sir William Gosset, k.c.ji. (signed) Frederick Stovin. 



&c. &c. &c. 



(Enclosure iu No. 3.) 

Sir, Newtown Limavarly, 17U1 February 1835. 

With reference to my report of the 7th instant, relative to an intended meeting' at 
Balivkelly, to petition against tithe, having been on duty at Coleraine the day of the 
meeting prevented me receiving sufficient infomiatiou to enable me to make a detailed 
report on ihesubject. 

1 have been inrDrincd.lhat a meeting of the parishioners of TamlagliL-Qnlagan was called 
by the churchwardens, on requisition from 30 of the most respectable Protestant lithe- 
payers of that parish. 

On the day appointed for the meeting, a considerable luimber of the farmers of said 
parish went to mllykelly, and about the same time several parties of Orangemen, (who did 
not belong to the parish,) from Newtown Limavady and tlie neigbboui'liood of Ballykelly, 
assembled in that village, many of them armed, and intimidated the parishioners from 
holding the meeting in any of the houses. The requisitionists therefore proceeded to the 
corn-market with the intention of proceeding with their business iu one of the sheds ; but 
they were followed by the mob, who fired several shots, and threatened to drive them out 
of the village, on which they withdrew, and sent the petition round the houses of the 
parishioners for signature. 

I have, &.C. 

Colonel Sir F. Stovin, k.c.u. (signed) F. H. Neskia, 

&.C. 8cc. &.C. Chief Constable. 



Sir, Garvagh, 19th February 1835. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, agreeably to your directions, I yesterday pro- 
ceeded to Newtown Limavady to inquire into the circumstances attending the meeting of 
the parishioners of Tamlaghtl-finlagan, at Ballykelly. I sought and obtained an interview 
with two of the most respectable of the requisitionists, who stated that the requisition 
calling the meeting was signed by 18 of the wealthiest and highest tithe-payers in the 
parish ; that when those and others were assembled in one of the churchwardens’ houses, a 
discussion arose as to the propriety of combining in the petition for the abolition of tithes, 
that of the withdrawal of the “ Regium Donum,” which heiiigrejecled,they proceeded to the 
corn-market, (having been refused the use ofthe church,) for the purpose of choosing a chair- 
rnan, when about 200 persons issued out of the houses, some of them armed, and followed 
them, hooting and groaning and firing shots, for the purpose of intimidating and preventing 
the meeting. Those persons were composed of men well known to be Orangemen, and 
not belonging to the parish ; and it is 'asserted that it can be proved on oath that they 
were induced to assemble in this manner by persons of influence and in power in the 
neighbonrlioqd. The requisitionists, seeing that mischief would enaite had they proceeded 
with their original intention, very prudently desisted^ and withdrew ihemselveR from this 
disgraceful scene. On the way home an assault was committed upon Mr. John Cherry, 
one of the persons who signed the requisition, by some ofthe fellows who opposed the 
meeting. 

I have thus given yon, as minutely as I could collect, the circumstalices connected with 
this meeting ; and have to add, that the persons who called the meeting have uo wish of 

thenuelvcs 
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RIOTOUS PROCEEDINGS AT BALLYKELLY. 



themaehes to proceed to any inquiry ; but tliat if the authorities would institute such, they 
would conie forward and support what I have set forth in this report. The petition, not- 
withstanding the opposition it met with, 1 ms received l,ooo signatures, mostly all Pro- 
testants. Those who signed the requisition are all Protestants, except one, and the parish 
is one of the wealthiest in the county. The inhabitants, as to persuasion, stand thus, viz.; 

847 Protestants, including Melliodists. 

8,000 Presbyterians. 



1,700 Roman-catholics. 

(signed) 



I have, &c. 

William Crosiley, Sub-Inspector. 



I should have stated that only five or six stand of arras were exhibited, and those were 
such as used by persons killing w'ild-fowl. 

Colonel Sir Frederick Stovin. k.c.b, 

See. 8cc. See. 
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COPIES or Extracts of Reports from Magis- 
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